Canine serum thyroglobulin autoantibodies in health, hypothyroidism and non-thyroidal illness.
Thyroglobulin autoantibody (TGAA) was measured in serum from dogs with hypothyroidism (n = 42), non-thyroidal illness (NTI) (n = 77) and clinically healthy dogs (n = 70) using a commercially available enzyme immunoassay kit. Precision studies were consistent with good intra-assay and inter-assay repeatability. TGAA positive results occurred in 15 of the 42 (36 per cent) hypothyroid and four healthy dogs of the remaining 147 animals resulting in a lower incidence of false positive results than obtained with previous TGAA assays. The presence of TGAA was not influenced by age, sex, neutering or pedigree status. Of the four apparently healthy TGAA -positive dogs, two had additional clinicopathological evidence of hypothyroidism. TGAA was positive in 43 per cent of hypothyroid dogs with unexpectedly normal serum c TSH concentrations and was particularly useful in the classification of these cases.